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JE Am well aſſured, Dear Sir, that is line. 


Les after this DDr | 
Bare Mother, tho" ſbe may juſtly challenge 4 ſuperior and | 

| more immediate Right 2 ate ver is preached and printed 

on this v orrowfal = . 8 * 


Tos are ſo near to her, ſo much | 
| moſt tender Aﬀedtions and ſolemn Vows, that if I can jay 
2 Thing to you that may help you to improve the awful 
Providence that has made her a Widow, and von and your 
Sifters fatherleſs, I know it will be well accepted by ber. 
Believe me, Sir, for I ſpeak it with great Sincerity, I am 


O45 T 9 e = I L . * \ ; $® * 0 z F 
F. „ Sa 7 * 797 > * % 
. * : 0 F. 
» * ® ” | N 4 . 
. 


* 


4 Sharer with you in your Loſs and Grief ; and yet when I 
your ex- 


. 
1 


} elf moſt deeply wounded with the Death ex 
— {img 7 no ſmall Comfort to me, A, he has 
t behind him not only « precious Name, and many valuable 
Vorks, the genuine Iſſue of his noble Mind, bat 4 Sow of 
1% manyPrajers, and of ſuch promiſing and pleaſing Expei#ations. 
| And you will permit me to put you in Mind, that great 
| Things are expetted from you ; from the Son of Mr. Matthew 
Henry, the Grandſon of the ever memorable Mr. Phili 
Henry on the one Side, and that Religious Gentleman- Mr. 
| Warburton an the other ; from one ſo well deſcended, ſo 
well inflrated, to whongg he boly Scriptures have been made 
familiar by daily Expoſitions, and Religion rendered ſo amia- 
ble by lively Examples, all your Friends mill expect Improve- 
ments in Wiſdom and Goodneſs above the Meaſure of other Men. 
I hope we ſhall not be found to have flatter'd either aur 
Jelves or you, when we daily bleſs God for you, and for what 
we diſcern in you ; for the good Capaci 4 given Jos, 
| for your commendable Thirſt after all aſeful Knowledze, and 
Jour diligent des goed it; for your modeſt and obliging 
Temper, ſo muc 2 Jour dear Father; and about 
| all, 74 the Hope we have that the Deſire of your Soul is to- 
ward the God of your Fathers, that you have been early ſeek- 


| — 


Family, as thoſe have done that are zone 
will be your greateſt Hanoar (as it was 
of alt chat kaum jun. 1 . 
' Tou are not ignorant how mach the Comfort of your N 
ther Lift is loumd ap in jon; her Afflict iam is very greet, 
4 heavy Load of many Sorts of Cares is nom fallen upon her : 
The Continaance of your dati 


'conſeientions Government of your ſelf in Dependance upon 


the Grace of God, will render you 4 great Bleſſing to your | 


| Relations, and will be 4 _ Prep ation for that more 
liel Service which the C 


from jou in due Time. 


For all theſe Things many Prayers are put up for you, and | 
hope your | - 
Go will graciouſly look over, and make large Returns of all 
 weedful Grace and Mercy to you ; thereby repairing in you 


many more have been filed ap in Heaven, which I 


' the great Loſs we have ſuſtained by 


Jour Father's Death; 
ifI 


ld live to ſee this, nothing in the World could yield 


$"*arer Joy to 
Your Affectionate Friend and Servant, 
— To x G. 


theirs) in the Eyes 


. ul A elkion to her, your tender = 
Rad u Love to yoar dear Sifters, and your prudent and = 


wrches of Chriſt promiſe themſelves | 
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JoRN xiii. Ver. 36. latter Part. 75 


Mpüber I go thou canſt not follow me 
|' mow, but thou ſhalt follow me afier- 
wards. e 


HES E Words are the Anſwer our Lord 
and Saviour gave to a haſty Queſtion pro- 
poſed by the Apoſtle Peter, Lord, whither 
| goeſt thou ? The Occaſion of that Queſtion 
was a dark Saying that our Saviour dropt in ver. 33. 
Little Children, yet à little while and I am with you; ye 
ſhall ſeek me, and as I ſaid to the Jews, whither I go ye 
cannot come, ſo now I ſay to you. RY 
This affectionate Diſciple was ſo truck with that 
Expreſſion, that he ſeems not ſo much to mind what 
our Saviour added, that they [ſhould love one another as he 
had loved them all, &c. but as one whoſe Heart was full, 
and could hold no longer, he breaks in abruptly upon 
his Maſter with this Enquiry, Lord, whither goeſt thou? 
Our Saviour thought fit to give a gentle Check to 


the forward Temper of his Diſciple, by anſwering as 


in the Text, Whither I go thou canſt not follow me now, 
but thou ſhalt follow me afterwards : And yet this did but 
raiſe his Zeal the higher, and produced that warm Ex- 
poſtulation, Lord, why cannot I follow thee ? I will lay 
aown my Life fer thy Sake. Our bleſſed Lord, who knew 
Peter better than he knew himſelf, ſaw ſo much ſpiri- 
wal Pride and Self. ſufficiency in that Reſolution, that 
he thought fit to take him down, and tell him of his 
approaching ſcandalous Fall, ver. 38. 


In 


— 


6 A Funeral-Sermon on 


In the Temper and Language of this Diſciple there 
was a remarkable Mixture of Good and Evil, Grace and 
Corruption, much Love to Chriſt and too much Confi- 


dence in himſelf ; and in the Reply that Chriſt makes 


to him in the Words of the Text, there is a wiſe Mix- 
2 of Reproof and Encouragement ſuited to Peter's 
— -. - | 

1. Our Saviour checks the Apoſtle's Curioſity and 
Self. Confidence, Whither I go thou canſt not follow me now. 
I am going to the Croſs, and from thence to the Crown 
and Kingdom. But tho? thou haſt been ſo long in my 
Family, heard my Doctrine, ſeen my Miracles, and 
converſed ſo freely with me, thou canſt not yet follow 
me; thy Work is not yet done, thy Soul is not yet 
ready, thou art not fully prepared for Death and Heaven. 


2. He encourages the Hope of his Diſciple and his 


honeſt Zeal ; But thou ſhalt follow me afterwards. Thou 
canſt not follow me now, and therefore thou mutt be 


content to be left behind in this evil World ; but my 


Grace ſhall be working in thee and by thee, and thou 


Thalr in due time be made ready to follow me both to 


the Crols and to the Kingdom: Thou ſhalt not be loſt, 

tho thou be left behind; Thou {halt follow me afterwards. 
I cannot but obſerve ſomething in the Countenance 
of this great Aſſembly, that tells me it is expected I 
ſhould take ſome particular Notice, as others of my 
Brethren have done before me, of the ſurprizing, la- 


mented, long to be lamented Death of the late Excel- 


_ Tent Paſtor of this Church. 
And indeed it is on that Account that I have fixed 
my Thoughts upon this Text, theſe Words of Chriſt 
to Peter, Whither I g thou cauſt not follow me nom, but 
thou fhalt follow me afterwards. I believe I am not rhe 
only Perſon here that feels in himſelf a ſecret Regrer, 
That ſo dear, ſo faithful, ſo every way deſirable a Friend 
= 


— 2 


Mr. Matthew Henry. ; WY Ws 46 


has got the Start of me, is gone to Heaven before me, 


and left me behind him in this Valley of Sin and 
Tears; but when my Heart is muſing upon this un- 
expected Parting, and wiſhing I had been ſo happy as 
to have gone to Heaven with him, he ſeems to me to 
look back upon me, and bid me for awhile farewel in 
theſe Words of the Text, Whither I go thou canſt not  . 


follow me now, bat thou ſhalt follow me afterwards. | 


I hope I ſhall not be thought to preſume too far, in 
accommodating theſe Words of our bleſſed Lord to any 
meer Man how holy ſoever. I intend not hereby to 
compare the Servant to his Lord, fo as to ſet him upon 
a Level with him, either in the Excellency of his Perſon 
or the Nature of his Death; in both theſe Reſpects I. 
know and believe our Saviour was alone, and of the Peo- 
ple there was none with him. Nor do J intend to compare 


my ſelf to this bleſſed Diſciple, unleſs it be in thoſe 


Things in which he was leaſt like himfelf. But certain- 
ly Conformity to Chriſt is every Chriſtian's Duty and 
Honour ; and where we ſee this Conformity wrought 


up to a very eminent Degree, our Love to Chriſt will 


oblige us to eſteem ſuch Perſons the excellent of the 


Earth, precious both in Life and Death ; and we hope 


we may without offending God wiſh that we might 


have our Lot with them living and dying. * 
That Man muſt be worſe than Balaam, that does not 


deſire to die the Death of the Righteous, and that bis latten 
Exd may be like his, Numb. xxiii. 10. Good Men will 


be ready to carry their Deſires further, not only to die 
like the Righteous, but if it were the Will of God to 
die with them, eſpecially with thoſe of them to whom 


their Souls have been long united by the ſweet and fa- 


cred Bonds of an intimate and religious Friendſhip ; 


having, been lovely and pleaſant in their Lives, they would 
have thought it a lavourable Providence if iz Death they 
hai not been divided, 2 Sam. i. 23. B 2 When 
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When Chriſt told his Diſciples that his beloved Friend 
Lazarus was dead, Thomas was ſo affected with it, that 
he made a ſudden Motion to the reſt of the Diſciples, 
Let us alſo go, that we may die with him, John xi. 16. 
You will find that affectionate Propoſal fo excellently 
opened and applied by the late Reverend Mr. How, in |}. 
his Funeral-Sermon for Dr. Bates, that T cannot but re- | 
commend it earneſtly to your Review on this Occa- 
ſion. I have not the leaſt Doubt but that extraordinary 
Perſon was able to ſpeak the Words of Thomas from his 
very Heart at that Time, tho* with a due SubjeCtion 
to the Father of Spirits. I am confirmed 1n this Per- 
ſwaſion by what I my ſelf had the Opportunity to ob- 
ſerve for ſome Years together of thoſe ſtedfaſt Hopes and 
holy Deſires with which he waited for his great Change. 
And I very well remember what I have heard from 
an eminent, wealthy and religious Citizen *, 1n whoſe 
Houſe that venerable Perſon Mr. Richard Fairclough 
died, that when Mr. How viſited him on his Death bed, 
and they diſcours d together in a very affectionate Man- 
ner upon the Glory of Heaven, Mr. How familiarly faid | 

to him, To this Glory you are haſt ing, but why will you not 
take me along with you ? And then anſwer'd himſelf, But 
we muſt with good old Simeon have leave to die from him 
who is the Lord of Life. „ 

I could mention ſome other ſuch Inſtances, which, 
how much ſocver they may be derided by Men of de- 
filed Conſciences and carthly Minds, yet plainly ſhew, 
there is ſomething in the Temper of a ſerious godly Per- 
ſon that ſuggeſts ſuch Deſires and Wiſhes as theſe, 
when he ſces his dear Companions in the Kingdom 
and Patience of Jeſus Chriſt going to Heaven before 
hi v, What do I do loitering and lingering here, 
why could I not have gone along with them ? 


Pan: = 
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Aldeman Rodbert. What 
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What I ſhall offer to your Thoughts upon this affect. 
ing and important Subject, will be under theſe Two, 
general Heads. 

I. To conſider, What it is that makesit ſo deſirable to go 
along with our godly Friends into theother World. And, 

II. What Reaſon we have to be quiet and patient in 
continuing here a while longer, even when our beſt 

Friends are gone before us. LR 

I. What is it that makes it ſo deſirable to go along 
with our faithful godly Friends into another World? 

If a Man would give his affectionate Thoughts their 
fall Scope, many Things might be mentioned to this 
Purpoſe ; but I ſhall confine my ſelf to theſe Three. 

1. Had we gone along with ſuch deceaſed Friends, 
we ſhould now have been delivered with them from 
the Evils of this World which they have left. 

2. We ſhould have been now put into poſſeſſion with 
them of the Bleſſedneſs of that World to which they are 

one. 
N 3. The Sorrow of parting by this Means would have 
been prevented. 5 

1. Could we have gone along with our godly decea- 
ſed Friends, we ſhould now have been delivered, as they 
are, from the many Evils of this World which they 

have left. | 
| The preſent World is an evil World, God frequent- 
ly tells us ſo in his Word, the faithful Servants of God 
find it ſo, and even the Men of this World themſelves, 
when they come to leave it, confeſs it is ſo, tho? they 
would not believe it before.  _ 1 

It is ſo evil a World, that our bleſſed Lord was reſob 
ved he would deliver his People out of it at any Rate; 
and rather than fail, he would give his Life, he would 
give himſelf to accompliſh the great Deſign; and op 

| the 


= 
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. Oh 

the Father approved of the Reſolution, as. worthy of 
the Wiſdom and Grace of Chriſt, and exactly correſpon- 
dent to his own Mind and Will; Who gave himſelf 
for us, thet be might deliver us from the preſent. evil World, 
(or out of this preſent evil World) according tothe Will 
of God and our- Father, Gal. i. 4. 

The Evils of this preſent World are innumerable, 
but the chief of them may be reduced to theſe Three 
Heads; Sin, Affliction, and the Danger we are in of 


— — 
- 


miſcarrying forever. 
1. Sin; this indeed is the greateſt Evil, and the pro- 
curing Quſe of all the reſt, and it is no ſmall Burthen 
to thoſe whoſe Hearts are tender and upright with God. 


They are grieved to fee ſo much Sin committed in the | 


World, 1 Souls are vexed at the filthy 
Converſation of thoſe among whom they live; the 
bare- fac d Atheiſm and Infidelity of ſome, the groſs and 
ſcandalous Profanenefs and Immoralities of others, are 
a Troubk anda Terror to them; to ſee the glorious gra- 
cious, God, ſo much diſhonoured and provoked, to fee 
pretious Souls in ſuch Numbers, ſo deſperately deſtroy- 
ing themſelves, good Men have much 2do to bear the 
beboldiog of it with their Eyes, it makes them weary 
of the World; they think themſelves unhappy thus to 
dwell in Meſech, and to ſojourn in the Tents of Rede, 
n 3 3 
They are grieved yet more, to ſee ſo much Sin in their 
own Families, among their near Relations, and how 
few are there that have not this Cauſe of Sorrow, leſs or 
more? The Daughters of Heth were a grief of Mind 
to Iſaac and Rebecca, ſo great, that Rebecca declared She 
was weary of her Life becanſe of them, Gen. xxvii. 46. 
They are moſt of all grieved to feel ſo much Sin ſtill re- 
maining and working in their own Souls, they have 
known the Evil of it, it has been to them more bitter 
— SE 5 dun 


1 
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Providence. 


3 


than Death, and Jet they are not free from it; it makes 
them loath themſelves, to think there ſhould be ſtill fo 


TT 


much in them of that abominable Thing that the Soul of God 


hates, and that they ſhould by in-dwelling Sin be fo 
often hindred in that which is Good, and drawn into 
that which is Evil; they ſigh and groan for a full Deli- 
verance, and a finleſs Immortality, where they ſhall 
never ſay or do a fooliſh Thing any more, never en- 
tertain a fooliſh ſinful Thought or Deſire any more. 
Now, in the Multitude of thoſe Thoughts which 
they have about their good Friends deceaſed, this pre- 
ſents it ſelf readily to them. They have now ceaſed 
from Sin; while they were with us, they had their 
Complaints as well as we, they often bewailed the De- 


ceitfulneſs of their own Hearts, their Unbelief, Forma- 


lity, Deadneſs and Diſtractions in holy Duties; but 


|. now all is well with them, all their Complaints over, 
Sin is aboliſhed, it has no Place, no Being with them; 


and if we might have had Leave to have gone along 


with them; our Complaints of this Kind had been over 


too, and all had been right and well in our Souls; but, 


alas | we are left behind in a ſinful World, and which 


is Worſe, are our ſelves daily ſinning in it. 

2. Affliction; this is another kind of Evil with which 
the World abounds, Sin has filPd it full of Sorrow ; Men 
are every where walking contraryto God, and God is juſt! 
walking contrary to them : The Wrath of God is revealed 


from Heaven againſt all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſxeſs Fl 


Ma, eſpecially where Men hold the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs, 
Rom. i. 8. Not only revealed by his Word, but by his 


The beſt of Chriſtians not being here free from Sin, 


cannot expect to be free from Affliction; they ſuffer 
from the Hands of Men, becauſe they are better thun o- 
thers, and often ſuffer from the Hands of God, becauſe 


they 


„V 
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dren, they are of his Family, and he will correct them; 
Judgment uſually begins at the Houſe of God, and their 
Spirits being tender, and broken, and impreſs'd with 
an Awe of God, Afflictions go nearer their Hearts, and 
make a deeper Wound in them than in other Men. 
Nou, as for theſe our godly Friends that are departed, 
all theſe Calamities are overpaſt, they are entered into 
Peace, the Wrath of their Enemies cannot reach them 
now, and their Heavenly Father will never frown upon 
them any more ; he receives their departing Souls with 
this moſt ſweet and gracious welcome, In 4 little Wrath 
I bid my ſelf from thee for « Moment, but with everlaſting 
loving Kjndneſs will I nom have Mercy on thee, Iſa. liv. 8. 
And if we could have gone along with them to Hea- 
ven, our Troubles would have been over too, and all 
Tears wiped away from our Eyes by the tender Hand 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; but we {till remain in an 
evil World, and ſeem to be reſerved for yet greater 


Trials, fince ſo many that ſtood in the Gap are removed, 
we can conclude no other but that they are taken away 


from the Evil to come; they are ſafely houſed before the 
Storm comes; = are gone to a good Home, and gone 
Home in a good Time ; from henceforth, bleſſed are the 
Dead which die iu the Lord; and it had been happy for us, 
if it had been the Will of God, that we had died with 
them ; eſpecially conſidering, : | 

3. The Danger that we are yet in of miſcarrying for 
ever; and this is not the leaſt of the Evils we groan un- 
der in this World, Fightings without and Fears within; dan- 
gerous Temptations are daily aſſaulting our Souls, and 


one Day fall by our Spiritual Enemies. 


* 


The ſerious Chriſtian has his Hopes, and tho? they 
are often but weak and wavering, he would not be 
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theſe occaſion fad Miſgivings of Heart, left we ſhould 


wWith- 


9 
a 

— 

1 


n 


1 


wichout them -for' | n 
F Fears too, and not without Cauſe ; rhe Concert is 
& vaſtly great, the Battel is not yet over, he has pat yet 
reached the Mark nor won the Prize, a Dilappotytment 
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F would be fatal and irrecoverable. The Heart is deceitr 
ful, many have flattered themſelves to their own Ruin; 


from which there is a mighty Precipice t 


Matter is fd, they are in Heaven already; they are 


and the humble Chriſtian thinks with himſelf, hat 
if I ſhould do fo too! The very Poſſibility of being 
deceived in a Matter of endleſs Conſequence, is enough 

to ſhake thafirmeſt Mind, and to make it tremble. 
The Caſe of a Chriſtian in his Journey to Eternity, 
is like that of a Man that is to go over; a narrow 
and long Bridge that lies upon high and rugged Rocks, 
ice to the deep Was 

ters; tho” the Bridge be ſtrong and his Hold ſure, yer 
he cannot ſorbear looking down to the Rocks and River 
ſo far below him, and be is ready to ſhiver and tremble 
when he thinks, it I ſhould fall, what a dreadful Fall 
would this be! Tho' the Chriſtian has the ſtrong mp 
of the Covenant to go over, yet he cannot avoid medi- 
tating Terror, when he thinks what it is to fall into the 
Bottomleſs- Pit aud Lake that burns with Fire and Brim- 
ſtone; he is upon a ſure Foundation, he has ſure hold 
of Chrift, or rather Chriſt has ſure hold of his Soul, and 
yet he trembles when he looks down and thinks, if I 

ſhould fall, what a deſperate Fall would that be! 
Now, thoſe holy Ones: that are got ſafe over the 
narrow Bridge of Death, have nothing more to fear; 
they are ſafe landed, the Riſque is run and over; the 


where they would be, and where ſometimes they were 


afraid they {h:ivld- never have come; but thoſe Fears 
bave now no roam in their Souls; the Battel is wan, the 
Victory gained, the Pay. is their own, and they are 
ſafe tor ever, 1 FE. 0s 


C And 
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And if we had pone along with them, our Dangers 
and Fears had been over too, but we have not attained, 
| we are not already perfect; we know not what deep, | 
| what dark and dangerous Steps we have yet to take, 
| ho often our Feet may ſlide; we know our bleſſed Sa- 
| viour is able to keep us from falling, and we hope he 
will do ſo, but Hope deferr d maketh the Heart fick ; and 
when ſuch a one as Paul was at ſo much Pains to keep | 
under his Body and bring it toSubjetion, leſt while he preach= 
ed to others, he himſelf ſhould be a Caſt-away, 1 Cor. ix. 27. 
we cannot think our ſelves above all Fear. We are ad- 
moniſhed to fear /eff a Promiſe being left us of entring in- 
to his Reſt, any of us ſhould - to come ſhort of it, Heb. 
iv. 1. It was from this Text that your deceaſed Mini- 
ſter preached the Lord's- Day — he died; and I 
doubt not but it was with a ſerious Concern upon his 
own Soul, that he might not come ſhort of the promi- 
fed Reft; but now all the Care is over, he enjoys that 
everlaſting Reſt that he ſo unweariedly purſued and pref- 
fed after; but we are left to work out car Salvation with 
Fear and Trembling. This is one Conſideration that ren- 
ders it deſirable to have gone to Heaven with our godly | 3 
Acquaintance, that we might with them have been 
fully delivered from all the Evils of this preſent World. 
2. We ſhould have now poſſeſſed with them the 
Bleſſedneſs of that World which they are gone to. How 
great that Bleſſedneſs is, none among the Living can 
tell; we underſtand but as Children, and ſpeak hut as 
Children, when we think and ſpeak of the Glories of 
Heaven. Tho' we have now the Evidence of our Adop- 
tion, and know that we are the Children of God, yet 
we know not what we ſhall be; but this we are ſure, 
to be diſſolved and to be with Chriſt, is far better 
than to be in the moſt proſperous Condition in this 
World. Permit me here togwea few {tort Hints. 
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without an 


| the Soul are all perfected; thoſe that are arrived ſaſely 


on their Redeemer and they record the wonderful Steps 


(4) In Heaven che Principles and Habits of Grace in 


there know as they are known ; their Apprehenſions 
are clear, diſtinct, and as adequate to their Objects as a 


created Mind can admit of, in its higheſt Improvement 


and moſt enlarged Capacity; their Love to God is nor- 

neſs or Inconſtancy, it is moſt pure 
and perfectly refined from all ſiniſter and ſel6ſh Ends 
and Interefts. Their Delight in God is now full, the 


Jop ſtone is now brought forth to crown the Building, 
and Grace is ripened into Glory. 


( 2.) The Attings of theſe perfeftcd Graces ate perfect 
too; their Knowledge, Love and Delight in God are 
in continue! Exerciſe without any Interruption ; they 


are in more eaſy and pleaſent Exerciſe without any Op- 


poſition ; they are in the moſt lively and vigorous Exer- 


ciſe without any Weakneſs or Wearineſs; they wor- 
ſhip God Day and Night, and their Work is their Feli- 


city, their Reſt and Reward. Ne 

. (3) The bleſſed beatifying Objects of their Graces 
are now near to them, view'd by them, and fully en- 
joy'd; they are made like to the Angels of God, and 


with them by a ſpiritual Sight they ſee God Face to 


Face; they behold him in his Glory ; that which Moſes 


 d:fired, but was not then able to bear, they enjoy with 


infinite Pleaſure ; God ſbews them his Glory, Exod. xxxii. 
18. They look with ſtedfaſt Pleaſure and Wonder upon 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; they walk with him in White in 
the heavenly Paradiſe ; and what Soul can imagine the 
delightful. Converſe they have with him ia thoſe molt 
pleaſant Walks, with what mutual Joy and SatisfaQti- 


of that rich Grace, that found them in ſuch Depths of Mi- 
ſery, and raiſed them to ſuch a Height of Glory! They 
have the fulleſt, ſweeteſt, 2 moſt ſatisfying Senſe, No: 


A Fun En 
ih and A Rande of che fret unchangeable peculiar di- 


— 


joiee and reft in him and lis Favour for ever. 
ſuaded nome will blame me if L here inſert 


Tam 


ſome Paſſages which your deceaſed Miniſter has gather- 
ed up our of a 8ermon preached by his excellent Father, 
on tie Death of Mr. Wiliam Laurence: Addfeſſing him | 
ſielf to the Widow: and Patherleſs Children, he utes the 

Words of Clirift in. Late xxiii. 28. Weep not for me, &c. 
and thus enlarges upon them: It is ſaid of Abel, that 
ce heing dead he yet ſpeaketh; if our dectaſed Friend 
« and Brother who is dead, chuld be heard ſpeaking, 


4 this is that he wouli:fay; My dear Wife and Children, 
« my dear Brothers and 
« and Friends; weep not for me, for you have ſome» 


 < thingelſerodo with your Fears: [And having deſeri. 


bed the Evils he was freed from, he proceeds thus.] 
« Conſider the Happineſs I am entred into; Would 


you know where I am ! Lamat Home in my Father's 


4 Houſe; in the Manſion prepared for me there; I am 
« where I'would be, where I have long and often de- 
& fired to be; no longer on the ſtormy Sea, but in a fafe 


< and quiet Harbour; my working Time is done, and I | 
sam reſting; my ſow ing Time is done, and I am reap» 


„ing; my Joy is as the Joy of the Harveſt. 


« Would you know how it is with me! I am made 


&« perfect in Holineſs, Grace is ſwallowed up in Glory, 
4 the Top-ſtone of theBuiling is brought forth. Would 
Oo E what Jam doing ! I ſee God, I ſee him as 
E 


Ihe is, not às thro' a Glaſs darkly, but Face to Pace, | 
os and the Sight is transforming, it makes me like him; 


« Tam in the ſweet Enjoyment of my blefſed Redeemer, 


* my Head and Husband whom my Soul loved, and 


* for whoſe Sake I am willing to part with all. Iam 
_ 2 * here 


ſtinguiſhing: Lore of God to them; God rejoices over 
them, aud refs in his Love towards them, and t ey re- 


Siſters, my dear Neighbours 


«Pleaſures and Joys unutterable. I am he 
4 perpetual Sabbath; what that is judge by yo 


and unaffected Strains, fo ſuitable to the excellent hea ; 


ful Miniſter, that naturally cares for the fpiritual State 
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here bathing my {elf ar the Spring bead of -beantply 


e Sabbaths. I am bere finging Halles 
to him that ſits upon the Throne, and reſt nat. Dax 
4 'and.Night from praiſing him. 7 
Would you know what Company 


„ i ine 

Lhave! -Bleſſad 
«© Company, better than the beſt on Eatth;:herggre 
4. holy Angels and the Spirits of juſt Men made peiied'; 
« I am ſet down with Abrabam and: ſac: and: gent itt 


+. the Kingdom of God, with bleſſed: Pra ind. Pall 


t and James and Jobn, and all- the Saints; and here I 
6 meet with many of my old Acquaintance that Lhave 
« fafted and pray'd with, that ha vs got before mehichee. 
And, Laſtly, Will you coafider how long thia is to 
continue; *risa Garland that. never withers, a:Crbwn 


« of Glory that fades not away; after Milieus of 
_ « Millions of Ages, it will be as freſh as tis nau; and 


therefore weep not for me.” 2 not 
I have taken only ſo much as relates to the Bleſſed. 
neſs of Heaven, and it isdeſcrib'd in ſuch ſweet, lively 


venly Spirit of him that ſpoke it, I am ſure it deſerves 
to be often read over, and ſeriouſly conſider d by us all. 
3. If we had gone with our godly Friends to Heaven, 
the Sorrow. of parting had been prevented: And I-need 


not tell ſome of you that is no little Sorrow; the Ex-. 


perience of thoſe that have loft ſuch Relations and 
Friends will ſpeak for me, and ſpeak much more em- 
phatically than I can. It is hard parting with a faĩth- 


of his People: It is hard parting with a tender, faith- 


ful, affectionate Yoke-fellow, that has been for many 


Years helping you forward in the Way to Heaven; 
with an affectionate Parent, that was as compaſſionate 
to 
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to the Souls of his Children as careful of their Bodies 
and outward Welfare. To part with ſuch is like cut- 
ting off a Right Hand: When ſuch a one leaves us, he 
takes Part of our very Life and Soul along with him, 
and we feel our ſelves only in part to ſurvive. Such a 
3 ſuch a Loſs imbitters every thing in the World 

to the ſorrowful Survivors. Nothing is now to them 
what it was before; Life it ſelf is leſs valuable; Houſe, 
Hy; Food, Raiment, Reſt, Converſe, none of theſe 
Things are what they uſed to be. There's a Kind of | 
Blaſt and Death upon every Thing, an Emptineſs in 
every Thing, when we can no longer enjoy the endeared 
Friend that made every Thing elle pleaſant to us. To 
Souls united, not only in the Bonds of Nature but of 
Grace'too, a Separation, tho? it be but for a Time, is 
hard to be born. Now all this Trouble and Sorrow | 
had been prevented, if we could have gone to Heaven | 
Such Conſiderations as theſe repreſent it to us as a 
_ deſirable Thing, if it had been the Will of God, that 
we had died with our excellent departed Friends, and | 
gone to Heaven in Company with them. 


I now ed in the WT OE B 
Hd _ To conſider what x ng — e 
iet a tient in continuing here awhile longer, | 
þ — — pe beſt Friends 4 before us. * . 
To Men of carnal Minds, that have their Portion in 
this World, this will appear very needleſs : They are | 
willing enough to ſtay here, whoever goes before, and 
— be left alone upon the Earth, than leave a 
World they love ſo well, to enter upon a State their 
Hearts are wholly Strangers to. When they hear that 
Death is to the Rightedus a Deliverance, and that Chriſt * 
gave himſelf to procure for his People ſuch a Delive- 
| rance, 


difficult to be content to live than willi 


each other about thoſe awful Concerns; but tho? 
ſhould enter together into the Valley of the Shadow of 


and Society of each other there, and each of them muſt 
have to do alone with God, the Father of their Spirits, 


{hould any be impatient . becauſe they are left behind 
their godly Friends, ſince there muſt have been a Part- 
ing in Death, tho? they ſhould have died in thefame 
Moment. But, — — 


rance, the ſecret Language of their Souls is, God deli- 
ver me from ſuch a Deliverance. © 
But as for thoſe who have laid up their Treafure in 
Heaven, and whoſe Hearts are there, they find it more 
to die; and 
eſpecially when they ſee one intimate faithful Chriſtian 
Friend after another go before them. 
But yet even theſe, if they would recollect them- 
ſelves, and conſider every Thing with a calm, compo- 
ſed and diſpaſſionate Mind, may fee ſufficient Rea- 


ſon to acquieſce in the Will of God, who has order d 


it ſo, that when others are taken, they ſhould till be 


left in a ſinful calamitous World. And that they may 


be enabled in holy Patience to poſſeſs their own Souls, 
I would ſuggeſt a few Things to them. 
1. Conſider that in Dying-Work every one muſt ex- 

pea to be alone; tho? you ſhould die in the ſame Place, 

and at the ſame Time with your beſt Friends, yet both 
they and you muſt be alone in dying. It is a Work by itſelf, 
and every one muſt die for himſelf, and enter into Eternity 
as much alone, as if none elſe had died beſides him. 
Departing Souls cannot help,, cannot comfort or counſel 
one another in the Article of Death; it does not appear 


that they can have any Communion with each other in 


dying. While they lived, they could converſe together 
about Death and Eternity, and comfort and encourage 


Death they muſt expect to part there, and loſe the Sighr 


in that important Moment of Dying. And why then 
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on would de well to enqu 
yet ſothroughly prepar'd for Death and Heaven as thoſe 
That ae gone beforeybu. If you are not, you have not 
only Reaſon to be patient, but rd be. thankful to God 
that he has given you a little more Time. Dying Work 
is bard Work; it requires not only an habitual but 
an actual Preparation; and there goes a great deal to 
actual Meꝛetneſs for Death and Heaven : It is not a paſ- 
Ronate Wiſh for Death, or Wearineſs of Life, that 
makes the Soul ready for another World. You ſome- 
times think you would be glad to be gone, but are you 
as ready as you are willing? 
. Are yon ſure there is not yet ſomething wanting in 
vou, which. you cannot ſo well die without? Is there 
no Breach between God and your Souls, that you have 
not — conſidered, 1 that it 
might be made up by a particular Application to the 
Blood of Chriſt ? If — be, you cannot imagine how 
difficult chat very Thing might have render d your dy- 
cg Warkw you. —_ 
lou ſeem to be very much weaned from the World 
Gnce your beſt Friends are gone out of it; but is this 
Weanedneſs as great in reality as it is in your preſent 
Opinion ? For all your hafte to be gone, it the World 
and you were juſt now to part, it may be you would 
find your Hearts cleave faſter to it, and come with more 
Difficulty from it, than you imagine. 
It may be your Houſe is not yet ſet in order; ſome- 
thing is omitted that both in Prudence and in Conſcience 
ought to be done; and if that Detect be not ſupplied, 
it may prove a great Diſtrac ion to your dying Thoughts. 
Perhaps there is ſome latent Corruption in you not 
yet ſufficiently lamented and ſubdued. This was the 
very Caſe of Peter; his Self-contidence muſt be diſco- 


— — 


vered to him, and repented of, and mortified, before 
Bl as 255 he 


enquire, whether you are 
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be was fit to die; perhaps it may be ſo with ſome o- 
* thers, that in a warm and affect ionate Frame may ſeem 
to themſelves very willing to be gone. . 
1 Now if any of theſe Things be your Caſe, you have 
| Cauſe to bleſs God, that he has been ſo tender of you and 
indulgent to you; he has given you more Time, that you 
may be better prepared to encounter your laſt and great 
Enemy, and to make the State and Concerns of your 
Souls more ſure and clear, before you go to that Place 
where there is no further Work to be done for Eternity. 
lou are ready to think God has been more kind to 
your deceaſed Friends than he has been to you; but if 
1 E. better conſider the Matter, you may ſee Cauſe to 
| be very thankful to him that he had more Regard to 
the real Wants of your Souls, than to their haſty Wiſhes, 
Juonah was impatient to live when his Gourd was wither- 
j ed, he wiſhed for Ceath, and ſaid it is better for me to dir 
than to live, Ch. iv. 8, 9. but he was not ſo ready to die; 
that was no good Frame to be found in at Death, he 
muſt be more calm and cool, and better reconciled to 
the Will of God; and therefore God condeſcends to 
reaſon the Caſe with him in a moſt kind and compaſſio- 
nate manner, to bring him to himſelf; God would nor 
3 let him die in that peeviſh Humour; and doubtleſs 
Juonah was made ſenſible before he died, that his God 
had dealt tenderly with him, in giving of him Time to 
| recover a better Frame of Soul than that which he was 
in when he ſo paſſionately wiſhed for Death. . | 
3. But tho? you are never ſo well prepared for 
Death and Heaven, yet if God has any more Work to 
do in the World, it becomes you to ſtay with Patience 
till you have done it. CE 
| | You are Chriſtians, and you have been often fold, 


at Chriſtians do hot live to themſelves nor die to thems \ 


ſelves, but whether they live they live to the Lord, or whether 
| 2 they 
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they die they die to the Lord; and this you have been very 


mptorily to chuſe either Life or Death, but to refer 
it to him who is the Lord of Life, to appoint that for 


ſerving your heavenly Father and your bleſſed Redeemer, 
to whom you owe all youare, and have, and can do, and 


of God, and you ſhould be well pleaſed with it, both 
for the Work's Sake and for his Sake who has called you 
tO it. w Lb | 

If others have done their Work before you, it was fit 
they ſhould go to Heaven before you ; it will be time 
enough for you to reſt when your Work is done; you 
would not leave any Part of it undone? This very Caſe is 
well ſtated and determined by the Apoſtle Paul, in Phil. x. 


if I live in the Fleſh, this is the Fruit of my Labour; yet 


twixt two, having a Deſire to depart ana be with Chriſt, which 
is far better; nevertheleſs to abide in the Fleſh is more need- 
ful for you. ws 33 


ed by him, to be willing that your Reſt and Happineſs 
ſhould be deferred for awhile, if in the mean time you 
may bring more Glory to God and your Saviour, and dg 


are doing his Will on Earth, while others are beholding 


any Intereſts of your own. wy 
You are Servants to your Creator and Redeemer, 


— 


* By the Reverend Dr. WIL IIA MS on Rom. xiv. 7, 8. 
— and 


ſeriouſly and very ſeaſonably put in mind of, but a few 
Days ago, on this very Occafion*. It is not for you 


you which may be moſt for his own Glory. You are 


you are ſerving your Generation according to the Will 


20, 21, &c. To me to live is Chriſt, and to die is Gain, but 


what I ſhould chooſe I know not, for I am in a ſtraight be- 
It becomes you as the Servants of the Lord, redeem- 


more Service to his Intereſt in the World; and if you 


his Face in Heaven, you muſt th.nk your ſelves well 
employed, for his Glory ſhould be dearer to you than 


ſ b 


called you to your Wor 
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and you muſt ftay til 1 have Leave to die; He that 
„expects you ſhould abide by it 
with obedient Patience till he alſo call you from it, and 


in due Time he will call, and then you may give a 


chearful Anſwer, knowing that he will have a Deſire 
to the Work of his own hands, Job xv. 15. 3 
It is not for want of Love to his Diſciples, that Chriſt 


keeps them in this World ſometimes longer than they 


could wiſh ; He has a Deſire to them and to the Work 
of his Hands in them, but yet he will not have them 
(like your Seaſon-Birds) all to take Wing and fly away 


together, for what then would become of his Cauſe and 
Igntereſt in the World? In the ſame Prayer where he 
declares it to be his Will that all thoſe the Father had 
given ſhould be with him wherever he is, to behold 
his Glory, yet he alſo declares tis not his Deſire they 


{ſhould all leave the World now, or all at one Time; I 
pray not that thou wouldſt take them out of the World, but 
that thou wouldſt keep them from the Evil, John xvii. 15. 
4. Lou complain that ſome of your beſt Friends have 
got the Start of you, and reach'd Heaven before you; 

but pray conſider, is it not well for you, if they left you 
inthe Way to Heaven, following after as you are able? 


All Travellers are not of the ſame Speed, ſome have more 
Strength, more Activity, and are better furniſhed for 


their Journey, and meet with fewer Hindrances, and 
ſo move faſter, and get ſooner to their Journey's End; 
but it is ſome Comfort to thoſe that cannot keep Pace 


with them, that thoſe that are gone beforecan tell their 
Friends at Home, they left them upon the Road, in the 
right Way, and making what haſte they could after. 


You find it is ſome Exerciſe of your Patience, 


to ſee that thoſe who did not ſet out for Heaven be- 


fore you, but ſome of them perhaps after you, have quite 
outgone you, and have got Home before you, but :t 
. N —— 
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they can carry this good Report of you to Heaven, that 
you are in the ready Road thither, that you are not 
loytering, that you are not gone the wrong Way, but 
that they left you in the King of Heaven's High- Road, 
making the beſt ſpeed you can, walking in the ſame 
Spirit, in the ſame Path of the Juſt ; this will cauſe Joy . 
ia Heaven, and may afford you Comfort in the Land 
of your Pilgrimage. Are you moving God-ward and 
Heaven-ward ? It is well, thank God, and take Courage; 
remember how great a Support this was to the bleſſed 
Paal, even while he was bemoaning himſelf that he had 
not yet attained to ſinleſs Perfection; Not as tho' I had 
already attained, either were already perfect, but I follow after, 
if that I may apprehend that for which alſo I am apprehended 
of Chriſt Jeſus; Brethren, I count not my ſelf to have appre« 
ended, but this one thing I do, fergetting the Things that | 
are behind, and reaching forth unto thoſe I hings that are be. | 
fore, I preſs forward toward the Mark for the Prize of the | 
 bigh Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſas, Phil. iii. 12,13, | 
5. Tho! you are left behind for a little while, yet if 
you keep cloſe ro God, and maintain Communion with 
him thro? Chriſt, you may have even a Heaven here 
upon Earth: Communion u ith God will make Life 
more comfortable, at the ſame time that it makes Hea- 
ven ſo deſirable. You think it long till you be joyn'd 
to the General Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt-born in 
Heaven, and tiil you begin your everlaſting Sabbath : 
Come, Sirs, thank God through Jeſus Chriſt, that you 
have a Nail in his Houſe here, and a Place in the A.- 
ſemblies of his Saints, and ſuch comfortable Sabbaths 
and Sacrament-Days; that God thus vouchſafes to come 
_ to you, before he thinks fit to take you up to him- 
The Preſence cf God is the higheſt Happineſs of Hea- 
ven it ſelf; tom kaye I in Heaven kat thee ? Pſal. Ixxili. 
Rags —_ 255 
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25. If you have the Preſence of God with you on Earth, 
thoꝰ it be not in ſo immediate a Manner, and in ſo high 
a Degree, yet it ought to be greatly valued by you, and 
ſhould not only keep you =_ bur cauſe you to rejoice : | 
You cannot have the Preſence of deceaſed Friends any 
longer with you, and that makes you weary of the 
World, but you may have the Preſence of God even 
here, and is not that infinitely more ? Good old- Jacob 
left this with his Childrenas a ſufficient Support to them, 
Behold I die, but God ſhall be with you, Gen. xlviii. 21. Is 
the gracious Preſence of God nothing to you ? Is it not 
a great Thing that the Tabernacle of the Lord ſhould be 
with Men, and that he ſhould dwell with you here on 
Earth? oe „ . 

Lou ſay this is ſomething, but it is not Heaven: Tis 
true, but it 1s the next Door to Heaven. Where-· ever 
we meet with God, we may ſay of that Place, This is 
no other than the Honſe of God and the Gate of Heaven, 
Gen. xxvin. 17. Have you Communion with God in 
ſecret and ſolemn Acts of Worſhip ?- Why then you 

are got within the Borders, and even into the Suburbs 
of Heaven. You are in the very Gates of the City, 
and there God is dreſſing up your Souls, and making 
them ready for his more immediate glorious Preſence. 

Here is no room for Diſeontent, but abundant Cauſe 
for holy Love and Thankfulneſs. EY 

6. You lament it that you are not yet in Heaven; 
but know this for your Comfort, that if you be in Chriſt 

Jeſus, you ſhall as ſure be there in a little time as if 
you were there already. I ſpeak here of the Objective 
Certainty, the Certainty of the Event ; not of the Sub- 
jethve Certainty, the aſſured Perſwaſion of your Souls 
concerning it. In this Reſpect you may be in doubt, 
and apprehenſive of the Danger of 4 your Way, 
and being loſt for ever, as I have already obſerved ; 
or „ 


— 
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but if you be m Chrift, there is no Condemnation to 
ou, Rom. viii. 1. Your State is fafe, and your End 
Tha be Peace. You are kept by rhe mighty Power of 
God thro? Faith unto Salvation. Your ſpiritual Life 
is hid with Chriſt in God; it ſhall not be loſt. Your 
Salvation is nearer than when you firſt believed, Rom. 
Xiti. 11. It will not be long but you will overtake 
your Friends that are gone before; you will come up to 
them at your Father's Houſe ; tho? Death has ſeparated 
| you for awhile, even that ſame Death ſhall bring you 
together again ; when they died, then you parted for 
awhile, and when you die 12 ſhall meet them again. 
The great Boat that carried them over Jordan to the 
Land of Promiſe, will in a little time come back again 
and fetch you, and bring you together. This Chriſt 
aſſured Peter of, Thou ſhalt follow me afterwards. 
The ſame Grace that has brought them to Glory 


is ready for you, and ſufficient for you. If your Hearts I 


be right with God, you and they are built on the ſame 
Foundation: You have embarked in the ſame Bottom, 
you have the ſame skilful Pilot to ſteer you; and after 
ou have been toſſed to and fro on a tempeſtuous 
World awhile longer, you alſo ſhall come ſafe to the 
deſired Haven. They once bad their Fears as you now 
have ; bat the Foundation of the Lord ſtands ſure, having 
this Seal, the Lord knows who are his, 2 Tim. ii. 19. The 
fame Evidence you have of the Sincerity of your Faith 
and Holineſs, the ſame you have of your eternal Hap- 
pineſs ; for it is unalterably ſettled between the Father 
and rhe Son, that of all that are given to Chriſt none 
ſhould be loſt, but all forth coming at the laſt Day; that 
every one that believeth in Chriſt ſhould have everlaſting 

Life, John vi. 39, 40. Lou are in the Hands of Chriſt ; 
all his Saints are in his Hand, and none ſhall be able to 
pluck you out of that ſafe and powerful Hand, Joha x. 28. 
— — 7 Ai 
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7. And Laſtly, When once you are got ſafe to Hea- 
ven, you will have as long a Ferm in your Happineſs 
as thoſe that are gone thither before you. Yours is 
everlaſting, and theirs can be no longer. If the Bleſ- 
ſedneſs of the Saints in Heaven were only for a limited 
| Seaſon, tho? never ſo long, you would have ſome Ex- 
cuſe for envying thoſe that are gone before ; for they 


a 


would enjoy more of Heaven than you; their Leaſe 


would be longer than yours becauſe it commenced be- 
fore yours. But in Eternity there is not properly a 
longer or ſhorter Term; One Day is as 4 thouſand Tears, 
and a thouſand Years as one Day, When you have been 


| a thouſand Years in Heaven, your Happineſs is as much 


beginning and as far from ending as it was at the firſt 
Moment of your Entrance there. bi 

The Apoſtle obſerves, 1 Theſ. iv. «lt. that the diffe- 
rent Circumſtances of dying before Chriſt's ſecond Co- 
ming, or remaining alive at that Day, would make no 
material Difference in their Happineſs, becauſe they ſpall 
all be for ever with the Lord. This being for ever with the 
Lord makes up all; it \wallows up all leſſer Diſtinctions 
of the Time and Manner of going to Heaven; this 


| will effeQually ſilence all æmulous Complaints, and 


perfectly unite the Sons of God in holy Love and Joy; 
they ſhall all be for ever with the Lord. 155 
l have now conſidered both what it is that prompts us 
to wiſh we had died with our holy Acquaintance that 
are gone before us; and what Reaſon we have patient- 
ly to wait here, till our great Lord ſhall give us a kind 
r e 


It remains that we ſhould bring theſe Things home 
do dur ſelves by a cloſe and ſerious Application. I can 
but give you a few Hints, and muſt leave you to en- 

7 | large 
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large them your ſelves, depending upon the Help 
of God's boly Spirit to make all effectual. And, : 
1. Inſtead of repining that our beſt and moſt belo- 
ved Friends are gone before us, let us ſet our ſelves to 


improve their Life and Death for the Eſtabliſhment of 


our Souls in the Belief of an unſeen eternal World, and 
of the Bleſſedneſs of the Saints in that World. If you 
ſay, Who does not believe this? I am ſure I may lay, 
Who is there that does not need to pray, Lord, help 
my Unbelief ? We are dull of Underſtanding, and flow 
to believe the inviſible Realities of the other World. A 


ſtrict Obſervation of wiſe and good Men is a great 
Eſtabliſhment to our Faith. Let us remember their 


holy Converſation, their Zeal, their Diligence, their 


Self-denial, their fervent Deſires after God and Chriſt, 


and the delightful Hopes they had of the Glory to be 
revealed; how they fetch'd their Comforts from Heaven 
by Faith and Hope, when this World frown'd moſt up- 
on them. What ſhall we think ! were they deceiv'd ? 
Is all this come to nothing ? Was their Faith a meer 
Fancy, and their lively Hope only a pleaſant Dream ? It 
can never be: There is a Life beyond this, they knew it 


to be ſo; they had taſted of the Powers of the World to | 


come, not in a ſuperficial Manner, but by deep and ſa- 


tisfying Experience; they had heavenly Affections, ex- 
cellent Deſigns, and delightful Expectations, all which 
centred in a World of everlaſting Reſt with God; Are 


all theſe periſned with their dead Eodies? No ſurely. 


Who that believes a God can think he would ſuffer the 
way the beſt Men in 


wiſeſt, the moſt holy, and ever 
the World, thus to flatter themſelves; and that only the 
fooliſh, vicious, unthinking Part of Mankind ſhould hap- 


pen to be in the right? It can never be. Verily, there is | 


a Reward for the Righteous, and his Expectation ſhall 
not be cut off. 
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2. Let the Death of out godly Friends teach us to 


1— 


think of Heaven more frequently and with greater Af. 
fection and Delight. Indeed when we conſider Heaven 
as the glorious Throne of God, and the Seat of the bleſ- 
ſed Angels, we ſhould for that Reaſon raiſe up our 
Thoughts and our Hearts thither: But no Man hath ſeen 


God at any time; we have little Acquaintance with the 


holy Angels; but we have ſeen and known many of tbe 
bleſſed Saints that are now in Heaven; we had familiar 


Acquaintance with ſome of them, our Souls were knit 


to them: Now tho we ſhould chiefly value Heaven 


for the Sake of the divine Preſence that ſhines moſt glo- 


riouſly there, yet we may aſcend in our Thoughts to 


God by the Scale of the Creatures; and what we ſaw 
in good Men cf God and Chrift and Heaven, while 
they lived with us here, ſhould make us to love God 
and Chriſt and Heaven more, and meditate more upon 
them, ſince ſo many that bore the Image of the Heaven- 
ly are now gone thither. ) eg 
It has been often obſerved, that when Eſther was 
taken into the Court of Abaſbuerus, Mordecai took a Walk 


every Day before that Gate, Ch. ii. 11. We ſhould follow 
our Friends in our Thoughts and Deſires, to that bleſſed 
State into which they are enter d. 


Nature teaches us to love the Place of our Fathers Se- 
pulchres; we look with Affection upon the very Graves 
of our Friends, and take Pleaſure even in their Duſt; 
ſhou'd we not then much more frequently and affectio- 


nately meditate upon the glorious World to which their 


| precious Souls are gone? By this Means, we not only 


ſhew our Affection to them, but we maintain ſome kind 
of Communion till with them. „ 
3. Inſtead of paſſionately wiſhing that we had died 
with our Friends that are gone to Heaven, let us be 
Followers of them, as they were of Chriſt; if we ever 
E — 
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expect to come to them in Heaven, we muſt be ſuch as 
they were upon Earth. Natural Conſcience and natu- 


ral Affection may put us upon wiſhing we had gone wit 


our pious Acquaintance into the other World, becauſe 


Balaam's Wiſh; but we muſt be found walking in the 
Path of the Juſt, if ever we arrive at their Happineſs ; 


and when ever we think of them with Affections of 


Love and Sorrow, we ſhould preſently charge our ſelves 

Not to be ſlothful, but Followers of thoſe who thro? 
Faith and Patience inherit the Promiſes, Heb. vi. 12. 

Let us conſider with our ſelves, we have heartily wiſhed 
that we had died with thoſe excellent ones; Why now 


if God had taken us at our Word, and Death had found 


us out of Chriſt, out of the Covenant, out of the Way 


of good Men, it would have ſeparated us from them; 


tho? we had died with them, our Souls and theirs would 
have taken a quite contrary Way ; we ſhould have loſt 


their Company not only in dying, but after Death, and 


never have met them again till we had met at the Judg- 


ment Seat of Chriſt, they on the Right Hand and we on 
the Left; and if indeed we loved them ſo well, let us 


think with our ſelves what a woeful Meeting that would 
be to us! the very Sighs of them would add to our Con- 
fuſion and Mifery. „ Ge 

4. Since we muſt not yet enjoy their Company in 
Heaven, let us converſe more with their ſurviving La- 
bours here on Earth; theſe are like the Mantle that 


Works, and by theſe being dead they continue to ſpeak 
to us. This is the Caſe now betore us; Your laborious 
faithful Paſtor has left behind him moſt excellent Re- 


we believe they are happy; this amounts to no more than 


Elijah dropt when he left this World, and Eliſa 
ſo carefully preſerved and uſcd. Some of the Ser- 
vants of Chriſt that are gone, live ſtill in their excellent 


mains, ſuch as ſhall never die. I am perſuaded, as long 


Mr. Matthew Henry. | 3 ? 


as the Bible continues in Exgland, thoſe admirable Expo- 
fitions of his upon it will be prized by all ſerious Chri- 
ftians. In them you have his clear Head, his warm 
Heart ; his Life, his Soul appears to be m them ; prize 
them more, read them more than ever you have done ; 
| and while you are ſeriouſly peruſing thoſe excellent 
Books, beſides many others publiſhed by him, you will 
ſeem to your ſelves to have Mr. Henry ſtill with you. 
It is in vain for us to pretend that we had a great Value 
for the Lives of ſuch as he, if we negle& their Labours in 
which ſo much of their Life was ſpent. 
5. Since it is the Will of God that we ſhould be ſtill 
alive when our beſt Friends are gone, let us endeavour 
to fill up their Places as well as we can here on Earth; 
their Death is a publick Loſs, and leaves a wide Breach 
in our Fence ; let us all, according to the Duty of our 
ſeveral Places, ſtand in the Gap, and endeavour to turn 
away the Anger of God from the Land; Are ſo many 
of our humble praying wreſtling Iſraels gone? Letthote 
that remain pray more and pray better; Are ſo many 
| diligent Miniſters gone? Let thoſe that remain be more 
than ever inſtant in Seaſon, out of Seaſon, and look up to 
him who has the Reſidue of the Spirit to pour it forth a- 
freſh, that the Church and Nation may be as little 
| Loofersas poſſible, If we do not fo, the Churches of 
Chriſt will have Sorrow uon Sorrow ; Sorrow for the 
il Loſs of thoſe that are gone, and Sorrow for the Sloth- 
of thoſe are left behind. eee 
JF 6 ad Laſtly, Let us live in the well-grounded Hope 
of following our godly Friends to Heaven, and meeting 
them there, and being together for ever with the Lord; 
lay the Ground - work of ſuch Hope ſure and ſtrong, for 
the Superſtructure is to reach as high as Heaven, and 
when you have done this, then rejoice in Hope. I know 
nothing that can better _ your Spirits under rhe 
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Loſs. of. ſuch excellent Ones, than 2 hvely Hope of a 
ſpeedy Meeting again in a better World; the Time of 
Separatzon is but ſhort, yet a little while and you ſhall 


ſee them again; you parted in Sorrow, you ſhall meet 
in Joy. Perhaps you had not the Opportunity of ſeeing 


Tome of them die, of cloſing their Eyes and bidding 
them Farewell: But that ſhall not hinder your joyful 


Meeting, and how will you then welcome each other 
into a World of Bliſs, and wonder to fee how much 


you are all changed for the better, ſince your laſt Part- 


ing? How will you congratulate each other in the Fa- 
vour of your bleſſed Lord, who has waſh'd your Souls 
ſo clean and made them ſo glad? But I mult ſtop my 


Thoughts here, that are ready to run out beyond Bounds. 
Comfort your ſelves and ope another with theſe Things. 
I knowl ſpeak to many this Day that need ſuch Com- 
forts. Here is a great Congregatian bereaved of a moſt 


faithful, wiſe, laborious Miniſter ; here's a diſconſolate 


But that which chiefly reſtrains me now, is, That it 


is needleſs to do it in this Place; for tho they have not 
enjoy d him much above 1 wo Years, yet in that Time 


you 


you have known bis Doctrine, his Manner of Lift; bis Pyr- 
poſe, Faith, Loeg-ſuſering, cli a Pune i fn. 


* 
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And whohas not known him? His Works praiſe him 
in the Gates, and will do ſo ; his great and gaad Works 
from the Pulpit, — the non his 31 Labours, 
his incredible Diligence in Preaching, in Expounding,: 
in Writing, his Care of all the Churches; he, like De- 
metrins, had 4 good Report of all Men, and of the Truth it 
ſelf, and me alſo bear witne(s, and ye know that our Witneſs 
55 3rme, Jobam. 13. EY 
He had in him that happy Mixture of excellent Gifts 
and Graces that ſeldom meet in the fame Perſon, and 
they made him very amiable to all that knew him. 
In him you had the happy Mixture of great firength 
of Judgment and fervour of Spirit; ſome are very zea - 
| lous, but not ſo judicious ; others judicious, hut no to 
| zealous ; he was both a burning and aſbining Light. 
In him you had a true Greatneſs of Soul, mixed with 
| exemplary Modeſty and Humility; nothing in him ap- 
peard ſordid and abject, nothing vain and ſupercilious. 
In him you had a moſt agreeable Chearfulneſs, with a 
due Temperament of Solidity and Seriouſneſss. 
| Jn him you might obſerve a ſtrict Regard to the 
| DiQates of his own Conſcience, joined with a moſt can= 
| did Tenderneſs to thoſe that differed from him. 
| 


In his Preaching you had a very juſt and cloſe way of 
{ Thinking, with the moſt plain, proper, naturalandeaſy 
; Expreffion, and a great Regard tothe Honour of Chri 
| and Free-Grace, joined with a conſtant Endeavour to 
beat down Sin, and revive the Power and Praftice of 
Godhneſs. ©. . 3 
It was this happy Conjunction of excellent Gifts and 
Sraces, that made him live ſo much deſired, and die 
o much lamented. . 


Lam 
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Tam a Witneſs of that tender and conſcientious Con- 
cern with which he left his old and dear Friends at 
Cheſter, and of that Comfort and Satisfaction he had, in 
his Acceptance and Uſefulneſs in this Part of the Vine- | 
yard; I am perſuaded, theſe laſt Two Years of his Life | 
and Labours have been a great Bleſſing to many Souls in 
and about the City of London. 5 

Mine own Intereſt in his Acquaintance and Friend. | 
ſhip for the Space of above 28 Years, is a Thing of too 
private a Nature to mention upon ſo ſolemn an Occa- | 
_ ion; but it muſt never be forgotten by me. I own it 
as a precious Talent put into my Hand, and to be ac- 
counted for. He was a moſt cordial, prudent, faithful, 
unalterable Friend; and if a paſſionate Affection does 
not deceiveme, I think verily I ſhall leſs value this Life | 
and World ſince he is gone from it. . 

The Death of this faithful Servant of Chriſt at this 
Time js a very dark and threatning Providence: Gd 
calls u to more than common Sorrow by it; he expects 
we {hSould lay it to Heart; and all the Circumftances | 

of it conſider'd, both thoſe of a private and public 
Nature, we ſhould lay it nearer to our Hearts than or- 
dinary. We ſhould not ſuffer it to paſs over us lightly ; | 
we ſhould feel our Loſs, and fear the Difpleaſure of our 
| God, and tremble becauſe of the Ark of God. | 
But yet we muft not abandon our ſelves to inconſo- 
_ able Grief, nor quarrel with God, nor deſpair of his 
Mercy to us. 5 1 
As for the broken Family, I am perſwaded there are 
Mercies in ſtore for them: The fatherleſs Chil- 
dren are left with God, and he will keep them alive 
and let the Widow truſt in him; tho Gd in this ſad | 
Providence ſeems to have ſpoken againſt them, I be- 
4 he will earneſtly and affect ionately remember them 


I know | 


| to their Education; and we rejoice to ſee that it is thus 
| with them, and daily pray for their Growth and Eſta- 
bliſhment in Wiſdom and Grace. * 2"; 


T-- herd and Biſhop of their Souls. This Place and People 
have been ſignally owned and favoured of God, from 
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I know no Family in which the Entail of the COove- 


nant ſrom one Generation to another has more evident- 
ly appeared. I know no Family more enriched with a 
large Stock of Treaſure of Prayers by Religious Prede- 
ceſſors on both Sides. And a Family that is thus rich 


in Prayer, is rich in the Promiſes too, while the pre- 


ſent Branches of it adhere to the Covenant, and live up 


And for this afflicted broken Congregat. on, tho 
ought to be ſenſible what they have loſt, a skilful Guide 
and a faithful Helper of their Souls; one that they ho- 
ped would have been the yy OS of great 
Good, not only to themſelves, bu 


Let let ti em not diſtruſt the Care of the great Shen- 


one Time to another. In the Mount it has been ſeen 


that God has provided ; and we hope he will have the 
. . fame Care and Concern for you ſtill. And the great * 2} 
Reſpect you always had for your faithful Miniſters - 
while they were with you, and the true Chriſtian Ge- 
neroſity with which you have treated their Families 
when they have been gone, gives us good Encourape- 
ment that the Preſence of God ſhall be the Glory in 
the Midſt of you; and that you ſhall yet have a Paſtor 
according to his own Heart, who ſhall carry on the 
ſame Work, feed you with the ſame ſincere Milk of the {| 
Word, and be a great Bleſſing to you and the riſing A 


Generation among you. 
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to their Families; 
| one that was wonderfully fitted to feed the Lambs of 

| the Flock, and toek great Delight in that Part of his 
1 5 
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the the Cinch of God in 
f | greatly that this your Minifter was 


57 Yet we have al Cauſe to bleſs God that ſpared 
Rich ſo long, and helped him to carry it on ſo far. 


that had an H it alkos d for God, and bent upon 
doing more es,inent weve. That no one ever finiſhed 
all the greatgz5eſigns 
this World, except! 
-deed-could ſay, 17 #s 


Time and Life ; but they have finiſhed all that God 
Aeſigned to do by them: And he is able to carry 'on 


his own Work: by. other Hands, and thereby to make | 


it evident that he is to his People all in all. 
And I hope thoſe that have attended long 1 upon the 


Miniſtry of Mr. Henry, and taken down his Ex- 
— _ Part of the Bible that yet remains, 


= be loſt, and will communicate them to the World 
beſt way they can, that this great Work may be 


Finiſhed, and be as much as poſſible his own Perfor- 


'MAance. 


- To conclude: We muſt flee to this as our laſt Re- F 


ſort; tho? Miniſters, the beſt of Miniſters die, the Goſpel 


does not die with them; 1 Pet. i. 24. Al Fleſb #s Graſs, 4 
and ill the Glory of Man as the Flower of Graſs ; the Graſs 
„lat the Word 
the-Lord endureth for ever; and this is Ki Word ny | 


withereth, and the Flower canta fm fadeth away 


the Goſpel is preached unto you. _ 
"A FINIS. 
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y before he had Fiſhed the great Underta- | 
is noble dehghtfal Task, the Expoſition of the 


general els his | 


It is-the Obſervation of a worthy Minifter, on the | 
Danh of a 5 of great Note in all the Churches, 


he had for the Glory of God in | 
the 9 Jeſus Chriſt: He in- 
As for others, their good 
Defires and Fut poſes gp beyond the. Limits of Thelr 


| 


whether in the publick Aſſembly or in his Family, will 
carefully gather up thoſe precious Fragments, that none 


